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Summary.  This revision is an administrative update only. No policy changes were made during 
the review. 
 
Applicability.  This regulation applies to all military personnel, members of the civilian component, 
invited contractors, technical representatives, and their dependents who are subject to the 
provisions of the SOFA.  This regulation does not apply to personnel of the Joint United States 
Military Advisory Group-Korea who are subject to a separate international agreement between the 
US and the ROK. 
 
Supplementation.  Supplementation of this regulation and establishment of command and local 

forms are prohibited without prior approval of the USFK Combined Joint Provost Marshal (CJPM), 

Unit #15750, APO AP 96205-5306. 

 



 
 

Forms.  USFK forms are available at http://www.usfk.mil/usfk/. 

Records Management.  Records created as a result of processes prescribed by this regulation 
must be identified, maintained, and disposed of according to the governing service regulation. 
 
Suggested Improvements.  The proponent of this regulation is the USFK Combined Joint Provost 

Marshal (CJPM).  Users are invited to send comments and suggested improvements on DA Form 

2028 (Recommended Changes to Publications and Blank Forms) to USFK Combined Joint Provost 

Marshal, (CJPM), Unit #15750, APO AP 96205-5306. 

Exception Authority.  Requests for exceptions to policy or waivers will be submitted through the 

USFK CJPM and coordinated with the USFK Office of the Judge Advocate.  Only the Commander 

and Chief of Staff, USFK, have the authority to approve exceptions or waivers to this regulation. 

Distribution.  Electronic Media Only (EMO). 
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Chapter 1 
Introduction 
 
1-1.  Purpose   
 

a.  This regulation controls and limits the disposal of personal property (e.g., privately owned 
vehicles, household goods, materials, supplies, equipment) imported into and purchased in the 
ROK duty-free.  It contains policies, procedures and documentation for implementing Article IX, 
paragraph 6, of the Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) between the United States (US) of 
America and the Republic of Korea (ROK).  Article IX, paragraph 6 of the SOFA states: 
 

"Except as such disposal may be authorized by the authorities of the  
United States and of the Republic of Korea in accordance with mutually  
agreed constitutions, goods imported into the Republic of Korea free of duty  
shall not be disposed of in the Republic of Korea to persons not entitled to  
import such goods free of duty." 
 

b.  At the 140th Joint Committee Meeting, 15 May 1981, the ROK-US Joint Committee 
published mutually agreed conditions for the disposition of personal property imported into or 
purchased in the ROK duty-free.  This regulation implements those agreed conditions.  Any 
changes in language from the SOFA minutes are made to explain the contents or add to minor 
administrative procedures not covered in the minutes. 
 
1-2.  References 
 

a.  Enclosure 19 to the Minutes of the 140th Meeting of the US-ROK Joint Committee, 15 May 
1981.   

 
b.  US-ROK Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA).   
 
c.  USFK Reg 27-5 (Individual Conduct and Appearance).   
 
d.  USFK Reg 60-1 (Ration Control).   
 
e.  USFK Reg 190-1 (Motor Vehicle Traffic Supervision).   
 

1-3.  Explanation Of Special Terms 
Abbreviation and special terms used in this regulation are explained in glossary. 
 
1-4.  Responsibilities 
 

a.  The Provost Marshal, United States Forces Korea (USFK), will: 
 

(1)  Appoint a USFK Customs Clearance Officer (CCO) who will be a designated 
representative of the Commander, USFK, in accordance with (IAW) the SOFA. 

 
(2)  Exercise staff supervision over the USFK CCO to ensure compliance with this 

regulation. 
 
(3)  Develop, promulgate, implement and manage a flexible and effective program for the 

disposition of duty-free goods. 
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b.  Component commanders will: 
 

           (1)  Area commanders and their designated responsible officers are the authorized 
representatives of the Commander, USFK, for the transfer of duty-free goods. 
 
           (2)  Ensure that all members of their respective commands/organizations are aware of the 
contents of this regulation. 

 
           (3)  Ensure that appropriate action is taken against those personnel who do not comply with 
the provisions of this regulation when transferring or disposing of duty-tree goods. 
 
      c.  The local Provost Marshal/Chief, Security Police, will comply with the provisions of this 
regulation when assisting personnel with the sale of duty-free goods.  

 
 

Chapter 2 
Policy and Procedure 
   
2-1.  General Policy 
 

a.  The transfer of duty-free goods to another person, organization, agency, or activity 
authorized duty-free import privileges is permitted without special authorization.  This type of 
transfer may be accomplished at any time prior to the seller/donor’s permanent departure from the 
ROK.  Personnel unable to dispose of their privately owned vehicle (POV) prior to their permanent 
departure from the ROK may leave the vehicle provided a power-of-attorney is duly executed and 
the recipient thereof is entitled to own or posses the POV under the provisions of USFK Reg. 190-
41.  When the item to be transferred has a serial number or is a controlled exchange item, the 
transfer will be accomplished by a written instrument signed by both parties and countersigned by 
either the commander/commissioned officer/civilian supervisor (equivalent grade) of both parties.  
In the case of a transfer by sale, USFK Form 20 (Bill of Sale) (see sample at Appendix E) will be 
used.  The seller will not transfer nor will the buyer take possession of the property until their 
identities have been verified on the USFK Form 20 by their respective commander/commissioned 
officer/civilian supervisor (equivalent grade). all transfer documents required by this regulation will 
be prepared in three copies and distribution made as follows:  original copy goes to the buyer; one 
copy goes to the seller; and two copies got to CUSTOMS, USFK, ATTN: CJPM-D-CP, APO 96205, 
within Ten days of the transaction 

 
b.  USFK members do not enjoy unlimited privileges to transfer duty-free goods to persons or 

organizations not authorized duty-free import privileges. 
 

(1) The duty-free goods must first be offered for sale to an organization or an individual 
designated and licensed by the ROK Government (ROKG). The transfer of duty-free goods to 
persons or organizations not covered by the SOFA are categorized into two separate groups.  

 
(2) All other goods can be offered for sale or as a gift to any individual or organization 

unless prohibited IAW applicable directives. 
 
(3) Items requiring this procedure are all firearms and privately-owned vehicles 

 
c.  The SOFA provisions (concerning Article IX) and this regulation do not change provisions of 

other directives which independently govern the control and disposition of property.   
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d.  An individual's request for approval to transfer duty-free goods will be granted by the 
Commander, United States Forces, Korea, or his designated representative who will furnish a copy 
of said approval to Collector of Customs, ROK (Appendix B). Authority to transfer may be granted 
to those personnel with an or to those personnel in possession of used items for at least one year 
which are no longer serviceable/useful/needed.  Exception to the referred time limitation may be 
made with approval of the Minister of Finance, Republic of Korea, or designated representative. 

 
e.  Authority to transfer items that are no longer serviceable, useful or needed may be granted 

to those personnel with an estimated date of departure (end of tour) from the ROK of 130 days or 
less to personnel who have been in possession of used items for at least One year.   
 
2-2.  Transfer to a Designated/Licensed Organization or Individual 

 
a.  The following procedures apply to those persons who desire to transfer, other than by gift or 

donation one of the specific duty-free goods listed in Appendix A.  Such goods must be offered to a 
designated/licensed organization or individual (licensed buyer). 

 
b.  The seller will contact the office of the Installation/ Area Provost Marshal/Chief, Security 

Police (PM/CSP) (Appendix C), for the name and telephone number of the licensed buyer in the 
area.  The licensed buyer must possess an identification card as shown in Appendix D.  The seller 
will contact the licensed buyer and negotiate the transfer price of the item.  Current market value, 
Korean customs duty and other expenses should be considered. 

 
c.  Once an agreement has been reached, the seller will prepare the transfer agreement (USFK 

FL 2EK)(Appendix B) in four copies.  The seller will give one copy to the licensed buyer, and 
submit three copies of USFK FL 2EK through command channels to CDR, USFK, ATTN: CJPM-
CD, APO AP 96205-0009.  The seller's responsible officer (RO) will verify that the proposed 
transaction is officially authorized and then grant the authority to transfer the item(s) to the licensed 
buyer.  When the RO certifies the transfer, one copy of the USFK FL 2EK will be endorsed back to 
the seller who will retain this approval.  The RO will then forward two copies of the certified USFK 
FL 2EK to “CDR”, USFK, ATTN: CJPM-CD, APO AP 96205-0009, for further routing.  Final 
approval/disapproval authority rests with the appropriate ROKG authority. 

 
d.  Upon receipt of the approval from the RO, the seller may transfer the item(s). The licensed 

buyer is responsible for delivery and clearing the purchased item with Korean customs officials 
within 30 days of the date of transfer.  The seller is not responsible for ensuring that customs 
duties are paid. 

 
e.  If the licensed buyer does not purchase the item or if the item is declared unserviceable by 

the licensed buyer and the owner still desires to sell, the local PM/CSP should be contacted.  The 
PM/CSP will verbally notify the CCO at the USFK, Provost Marshal's (CJPM) Office that an 
agreement could not be reached.  The PM/CSP will provide the name and address of the seller 
and the name and telephone number of the licensed buyer to the CCO at CJPM who will provide 
all information to the Collector of Customs, ROK, the same day it is received, if possible.  The 
Collector of Customs, ROK, will arrange for the item to be inspected within five days at the seller's 
residence/office.  After five days or after the item has been inspected by an ROK customs official, 
the seller is free to dispose of the item to any individual buyer using the procedures in paragraph 7 
below.  

 
 
 

 



4 
USFK REG 643-2, 13 February 2012 

2-3.  Transfer to a Non- Designated/Licensed Organization or Individual 
 

a.  The seller will complete USFK FL 2EK in four copies; retain one copy; give one copy to the 
buyer; and forward two copies through command  channels to CDR, USFK, ATTN: CJPM-CD, 
APO AP 96205-0009.  The two copies sent to CJPM must be accompanied by a copy of the 
buyer's residence registration and his or her seal certificate (example at Appendix E). 

 
b.  The seller's RO will verify that the proposed transaction is authorized and forward the 

paperwork to the CCO at CJPM.  The CCO at CJPM will verify from these documents that the 
proposed transaction meets the requirements contained in the SOFA and this regulation.  If 
approved, the documents will be forwarded to the Collector of Customs, ROK, for final approval 
and determination of customs duties.  If disapproved, the document will be returned to the seller 
with an explanation of why the proposed transfer was disapproved. 

 
c.  Within Seven days of receipt of the documents, the Collector of Customs will notify CJPM of 

approval/disapproval of the transfer agreement.  If disapproved, the Collector of Custom will 
specify the reason for disapproval.  Failure to notify CJPM within this time period will constitute an 
approval of the transfer agreement. 

 
d.  The CCO at CJPM will send the approved/disapproved USFK FL 2EK through command 

channels to the seller. 
 
e.  The seller/donor may transfer the items(s) only after receiving the approved USFK FL 2EK.  

The buyer/receiver is responsible for paying the customs duties as assessed by the Collector of 
Customs within 30 days of transfer.  The seller/donor will not be responsible for ensuring that the 
customs duties are paid. 

 
f.  On the transfer of duty-free goods in the Republic of Korea duties assessed the buyer will be 

determined by depreciating the current market value of the item in accordance with the schedule 
below and multiplying the depreciated value by the appropriate customs tariff: (Depreciation rates 
below do not apply to privately owned vehicles or heavy equipment). 
 

(1)  Items less than one year old - 70%. 
 
(2)  Items between 1-2 years old - 50%. 
 
(3)  Items between 2-3 years old - 25%. 
 
(4)  Items between 3-5 years old - 10%. 
 
(5)  Items more than five years old - 5%. 
 
(6)  Items beyond useful life - 0%. 

 
g.  At no time, in conjunction with the transfer of duty-free will customs or taxes be assessed 

against the seller or donor.  
 

2-4.  Transfer Under Special Circumstances 
 
a.  Bona fide gifts may be given at any time without special authorization provided the value or 

purpose meets the applicable definition in this regulation.  Bona fide gift(s) will not exceed $50.00 
in value. 
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b.  Bona fide gift(s) of new or used clothing, food, or other relief items donated by US Forces, 

Korea personnel or organization, which will enhance the welfare of individuals or institutions, e.g., 
schools, orphanages, churches, hospitals, or representatives thereof, cared for by service, 
charitable or relief organizations. Any donated item of foreign origin exceeding $50.00 per unit in 
value will be reported to the Collector of Customs through HQ USFK/EUSA, (CJPM). The report 
will include the identity of the item(s), its/their value and the agency/organization to which donated. 
No duties shall be assessed to the donor on items donated by USFK personnel/organizations. If 
the donor disposes of the bona fide gift, within five years, the donor is responsible to pay custom 
duties on the transaction. 

 
c.  Clothing and personal items may be furnished to domestic/personal employees so as to 

enable said employees to maintain appropriate standards of appearance, cleanliness and 
neatness during the performance of normal duties.  

 
d.  Duty-free items which have been in Korea and in the possession of the seller/donor for more 

than one year can be transferred without notice to the Collector of Customs or his designated 
representative if the items are sold for less than $50.00 or are unserviceable.  However, it is 
recommended that the written record of the transfer (e.g., USFK FL 2EK) be maintained by the 
seller in order that proper disposition of the items can be shown IAW USFK Reg 60-1, if requested 
by the unit commander or law enforcement officials.   

 
e.  Any donated item of foreign origin not in the categories above will be reported to the 

Collector of Customs through HQ USFK/EUSA, (CJPM).  The report will include the identity of the 
item(s), the value and the agency/organization to which donated.  No duties shall be assessed 
against the donor or the recipient.  If the recipient disposes of the item(s) within five years, the 
recipient is responsible to pay custom duties. 

 
2-5.  Exceptions 
Exception to the time limitation may be made with the approval of the Minister of Finance and 
Economy ROK, or the designated representative.  To obtain an exception, the seller will prepare 
and forward one copy of USFK FL 2EK through command channels to Cdr, USFK, ATTN: CJPM-
CP, APO SF 96301-0010, and explain in subparagraph 1c of the request why an exception is 
requested.  The request will be dispatched by the CCO for action by the Commissioner, 
Department of Customs Administration, ROK.  After action by the Commissioner, the request with 
answer will be returned to the seller/donor by the CCO via certified mail. 
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Appendix A 

Request for Authority to Transfer Duty-Free Goods 
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Appendix B 
List of Local Military Police/Security Police Offices 

 
 

Military Police or Security Forces Location Telephone Number

USAG-Casey PMO USAG-Casey 730-4417/4418

CP Stanley PMO CP Stanley 732-5310/5319

CP Red Cloud PMO CP Red Cloud 732-6693/6027

USAG-Yongsan PMO USAG-Yongsan 724-6695/3004/4258

USAG-Humphreys PMO USAG-Humphreys 753-3111/3112

USAG-Daegu (Walker) PMO CP Walker 764-5647/4141

CP Carroll CP Carroll 765-8310/ 8509/ 7909

Osan SFCC Osan AB 784-5515

Kunsan SFCC Kunsan AB 782-4944/ 4694/ 7383

Chinae NB Chinae NB 762-5345
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Appendix C 
Licensed Buyer Identification Card - Sample 

  



9 
USFK REG 643-2, 13 February 2012 

Appendix D 
USFK Form 20 (Bill Of Sale) - Sample 
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Glossary 

Section I.  Abbreviations 

CCO Customs Clearance Officer 

CD                              Customs Division 

CJPM Combined Joint Provost Marshal  

CJPM-CUSTOMS     Combined Joint Provost Marshal Customs Division 

CSP Chief Security Police 

EUSA Eight Army United States America 

HQ Headquarters 

IAW in Accordance with 

JUSMAG-K Joint United States Military Advisory Group, Korea 

PM Provost Marshal 

POV Privately-owned vehicle 

RO Responsible Officer 

ROK Republic of Korea 

SOFA Status of Forces Agreement 

UNC United Nations Command 

US United States 

USFK United States Forces Korea 

 
Section II.  Special Terms 
  
Duty-free goods.  Goods which were imported into or purchased in Korea free of duty. 
 
Bona fide gift(s). 
 

 a.  Not to exceeding $50.00 in value  
 

 b.  New or used clothing, food, or other relief items donated by US Forces, Korea personnel or 
organization, which will enhance the welfare of individuals or institutions, e.g., schools, 
orphanages, churches, hospitals, or representatives thereof, cared for by service, charitable or 
relief organizations.  
 

 c.  Transfer.  Surrendering the possession of or title to duty-free goods by sale, gift, donation, 
loan, pawn, rent or otherwise.   


